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to learn which might bear upon military
action in the future. It appeared to me that
they felt so secure of their own power as to
be altogether careless.

I proposed to myself on starting to be
as full of wiles as the Indians, and to be
very careful as to what I said to them and
to the French. I perceive to-day that my
disposition to look down on the Indians was
a mistake, and that I had been wiser to have
treated the Half-King more as an equal.
My disposition to be what is called diplor
niatie with the French in command was
needless, for the commander was very
frank. I have learned, as years went by,
that in treating with men or nations the
simplest way is the best.

The answer made to the governor was
plain enough. The Frenchmen were there
to obey orders, and meant to hold the lands*
They would, of course, send our summons
to Marquis Duquesne* The chevalier said
in his despatch polite words of me, which
I still recall with satisfaction, for I have
never been insensible to the approbation of
men, and the words of the courteous French
officer were not lost upon me.

The governor thought, and so did his  ittt*
